RENEWAL AND RECREATION POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND SCRUTINY
COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held at 7.00 pm on 2 October 2012
Present:
Councillor Sarah Phillips (Chairman)
Councillor Neil Reddin FCCA (Vice-Chairman)

Councillors Kathy Bance, Julian Benington, John Ince,
David McBride, Michael Tickner and Pauline Tunnicliffe

Ross Stanford, Bromley Youth Council
Also Present:

Councillor Peter Morgan
19 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND NOTIFICATION OF

SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Nicky Dykes and Paul
Lynch. Apologies for lateness were received from Councillors Julian
Benington and Michael Tickner.
20 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The following declarations of interest were received:-

The Chairman - Personal interest as a Governor of Bromley Adult
Education College.

Councillor Morgan - Personal interest as his daughter was a Director of
Kier Property.
Councillor Reddin - Personal interest as a member of the Biggin Hill Battle

of Britain Supporters Club.

Councillor McBride - Personal interest in the Biggin Hill Battle of Britain
Trust.

Councillor Benington - Personal interests as his daughter was employed by
Affinity Sutton and he knew the Director of The Land
Group who were involved with the development of
Site C (Item 8 - Town Centres Development
Programme).
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21 QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS AND MEMBERS OF THE
PUBLIC ATTENDING THE MEETING

22 QUESTIONS FOR THE RENEWAL AND RECREATION
PORTFOLIO HOLDER

No questions were received.

23 QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAIRMAN OF RENEWAL AND
RECREATION PDS COMMITTEE

No questions were received.

24 MINUTES OF THE RENEWAL AND RECREATION PDS
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 10 JULY 2012

Item 5 - Matters Arising (page 6) - As a result of tender negotiations on the
Norman Park Multi-Hub site, a final offer was received on 1 October 2012. A
detailed report would be submitted for consideration at the PDS meeting to be
held in November 2012.

Iltem 7c¢ - Renewal and Recreation Business Plan (page 8)

Paragraph (ii) - Bid for Heritage Lottery Funding to Restore the Priory in
Orpington - Permission for Phase 1 of the deverlopment was granted in June
2012 and permission to begin the work was due on 3 October 2012. The next
step would be to appoint conservation architects. A Ward Member meeting
would be convened once the permission to start work had been granted.

Paragraph (iv) - Proposals for Cray Valley Gymnastics/Cotmandene Sites -
An internal review of the site would be undertaken and a meeting held in the
coming week to resolve any outstanding issues. Whilst it was too early to
submit a planning brief, an updating report would be submitted for Member
consideration before the end of 2012.

Paragraph (v) - Create a Penge Master Plan and Consider Options for a New
Library Service in the Area - A report would be submitted to a meeting of the
Executive in October 2012 for Members to consider outstanding structural
issues and to consider an exclusivity arrangement.

Item 7d - Town Centre Development Programme Update (page 9) - With
regard to the Outer London Fund Round 2 bid, Members were informed that
the Environmental Services Department was responsible for the variable
messaging system which was currently on order and would be installed by the
end of November 2012.

Item 7h - Membership of the Local Joint Consultative Panel for Tutors in Adult
Education (page 13) - As a point to note, Members were informed that
Bromley Adult Education College now came under the remit of the Education
and Care Services PDS Committee.
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ltem 9 - Libraries Survey - Outcome of Consultation (page 15) - With the
reluctant agreement of Trade Unions, a scheme to support library staff with
the use of volunteer workers had taken place during the summer months. As
a result of its success, the Council intended to continue using volunteers and
would consider expanding the scheme to cover the museum service.

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 10 July 2012 be
confirmed and signed as a true record.

25 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES AND
UPDATES

Members noted the position with regard to matters arising from previous
meetings.

26 RENEWAL AND RECREATION PORTFOLIO - PREVIOUS
DECISIONS

RESOLVED that the decisions taken by the Portfolio Holder at the
previous meeting held on 10 July 2012 be noted.

27 PRE-DECISION SCRUTINY OF RENEWAL AND RECREATION
PORTFOLIO REPORTS

27a R & R BUDGET MONITORING 2012/13
Report DRR12/113

Members considered the latest budget monitoring position for 2012/13 based
on expenditure and activity levels up to 31 July 2012. The controllable budget
for the Renewal and Recreation Portfolio was projected to be balanced at the
year end.

The Chairman noted the projected shortfall of £350k as a result of the
reduction of income from planning applications which was being partly offset
by savings from management action including holding the equivalent of 6.6fte
posts vacant (Cr £325k).

RESOLVED that the Portfolio Holder be recommended to endorse the
latest 2012/13 budget projection for the Renewal and Recreation
Portfolio.

27b CAPITAL PROGRAMME-1ST QUARTER MONITORING 2012/13
& FINAL OUTTURN 2011/12

Report Res12152

On 25 July 2012, the Executive agreed the 1% quarterly capital monitoring
report for 2012/13 and agreed a revised Capital Programme for the period
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2012/13 to 2015/16. This report covered detailed issues relating to the
2011/12 Capital Programme outturn which had been considered in summary
form by the Executive in June. Members also considered the changes
agreed by the Executive in respect of the Capital Programme for the Renewal
and Recreation Portfolio.

The Chairman noted what she considered to be the minor changes agreed by
the Executive in July 2012.

RESOLVED that the Portfolio Holder be recommended to confirm the
changes agreed by the Executive in July 2012.

27c RENEWAL & RECREATION BUSINESS PLAN 2012/13 -
MONITORING REPORT FOR QUARTER 1

Report RR12/101

Members considered the Renewal and Recreation Business Plan 2012/13
Monitoring Report for Quarter 1 including a new action with milestones and
targets relating to the development of a volunteer programme to add value to
and improve the Council's library service offer.

In relation to the reported actions for the 2011/12 academic year at Bromley
Adult Education College (paragraph 3.3, page 41), Members noted that due to
restructuring, the College would, in future, be reporting to the Education and
Care Services Portfolio.

The current position was reported on Capital Shopping Centres' (CSC)
planning application for the expansion of leisure facilities at Queens Gardens
(page 47). Members were informed that a price for the land had been agreed
subject to planning permission being granted. However, whilst the planning
application had been refused twice, CSC still wanted to proceed with the sale
and the Council believed this would be inappropriate. Councillor Morgan was
concerned that should planning permission be granted on appeal by the
Planning Inspectorate, CSC could claim that the contract was binding. For
this reason he urged the Council to withdraw the offer if it had not already
done so.

With regard to the Heritage Lottery Fund to restore the Priory Museum (page
49), it was the Council's intention to rent out the vacant office space.

The bid submitted to the Portas Scheme by the town team for Bromley North
Village with a view to driving footfall and establishing the area's identity had
unfortunately failed (page 51).

As a result of the soft market testing exercise to appoint a proficient service
provider to deliver a youth employment project (page 59), Members were
informed that from a total of 103 pre-qualification questionnaires sent to a
cross-section of potential providers, 35 had been returned. The scheme is
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now out to tender and a report detailing the results would be submitted to a
meeting of the PDS Committee in the New Year.

Concerning plans for the provision of a new library service (page 54), it was
reported that at a meeting of the Executive in October, Members would be
asked to decide whether or not to proceed with the merge of Penge and
Anerley Libraries.

Updates on the monitoring visit for Penge (page 8) and on the meeting of the
Penge Traders Association (page 9) would be sent to Councillor Bance.

The Kentwood Work Club still operated one day per week (page 60) and
Councillor Peter Fookes (Ward Member for Penge and Cator) was looking to
extend the programme or implement a similar scheme in his Ward.

With regard to LBB staff training (page 56), Members were informed that a
new Committee report writing software system had been implemented for
which all report writing staff required training. Costs for this training were
significantly reduced by using an in-house provider.

Further Member comments and questions concerning adult education would
be passed onto Education and Care Services under whose remit adult
education now rested.

Referring to aim 2a (page 53), it was reported that fewer planning applications
were being called in by Members to be considered at Plans Sub-Committee
meetings.

Councillor Ince commended the excellent service provided by the Citizens
Advice Bureau at the Mottingham and Cotmandene shops (page 60). Since
the Orpington branch of the CAB had closed, the weekly sessions provided
were proving to be invaluable.

RESOLVED that:-
1) the report be noted; and
2) the Portfolio Holder be recommended to:-

2.1 note the progress made towards the delivery of actions agreed
in the Renewal and Recreation Business Plan 2012/13 for
Quarter 1;

2.2 approve the inclusion of a new action in relation to the
development of a volunteer programme to add value to and
improve the Council’s library service offer; and

2.3 agree the Renewal and Recreation Business Plan 2012/13
subject to comments, amendments or additions received from

PDS Members.
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27d  TOWN CENTRE MANAGEMENT UPDATE QUARTER 2 2012-13
Report DRR12/114

Members considered an updating report on activities undertaken by the
Council’s Town Centre Management and Business Support Team for the
period end June until mid September 2012.

The Chairman drew Members’ attention to an error in the recommendation on
page 69 of the report which requested that £8.2k be reallocated from an
earmarked S.106 fund to assist with the Orpington BID project. The actual
amount requested should be amended to read £7.2k (as stipulated in
paragraph 5.3).

Councillor McBride asked how the BIDS Steering Group reacted to the
suggestion that Carlton Parade be included in the Orpington Bid District. He
was informed that the general consensus of the Group was that the inclusion
of Carlton Parade was just a step too far however they had discussed the
possibility of including it as part of a business club.

With regard to the provision of Christmas lights, it was reported that all towns
which had received them in previous years would receive them in 2012.
Potential providers would be required to follow the Council's financial
procurement procedures and would be selected via a tender process. It was
difficult to predict what would happen beyond 2012 as there was a need to
encourage towns and businesses to manage and pay for their own lights in
future years.

RESOLVED that:-

1) the actions undertaken during Quarter 2 2012/13 and planned for
Quarter 3, in the town centres served by the Town Centre
Management and Business Support Team be noted; and

2) the Portfolio Holder be recommended to approve the reallocation of
£7.2k from the Nugent Centre Section 106 agreement (total £45.3k)
to assist with the Orpington BID.

28 TOWN CENTRES DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME UPDATE

Report DRR12/115

Members considered a report which outlined the progress made in delivering
the Town Centres Development Programme.

The Head of Town Centre Planning gave an update on the current position
with regard to site G: West of High Street. It was reported that the
procurement stage to find a developer had been completed and a report
would be prepared for consideration at a meeting of the Executive in October.
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It was anticipated that the preferred developer would be announced in April
2013.

Planning permission for the development of the Walnuts had been granted.

With reference to the demolition of Westmoreland Road Car Park, work had
commenced to provide the area with additional car parking spaces. The
variable messaging system would be installed in November and operational
by December. It was unlikely that the developer would complete the
paperwork to allow closure of the car park until after Christmas. Councillor
Morgan emphasised the need for Bromley residents to be kept informed of
changes as they were led to believe the car park would close in October.
Councillor Benington requested that Members be provided with an informative
to assist them with questions received from members of the public. The Head
of Town Centre Planning reported that the Council's web site had been
updated with the current progress and agreed to provide Members with a
communications plan when the Minutes of the meeting were circulated
(appendices 1 and 2 attached). The Council's aim was to focus on user
groups and to send a plan (including a map), to season ticket holders
informing them of the additional car parking spaces some six weeks before
the serving of a notice and closure of the car park.

Members were informed that all car parks (with the exception of supermarket
car parks) would have the variable messaging system installed.

In response to Councillor Morgan's observation that the Bromley North Car
Park sign had not yet been changed, the Head of Town Centre Management
gave his assurance that this issue would be resolved.

Councillor Tunnicliffe asked when the repairs needed in Orpington High Street
would be carried out. The Director of Renewal and Recreation informed
Members that major works were in hand and letters had been written to
people concerned with this issue. Councillor Tunnicliffe also reported the
outdated advertising attached to Orpington Village Hall.

Member views pertaining to phone charging for parking and street cleaning
would be conveyed to officers in the Environmental Services Department.
Councillor Morgan suggested that a joint working group with Environmental
Services may be the best way forward to resolve outstanding issues. It was
agreed that a report outlining the formal remits of the Renewal and Recreation
Department and Environmental Services Department would be submitted for
Member consideration at a future meeting.

Concerning the retail aspect of site G: West of High Street, Councillor
Benington suggested that if major stores such as John Lewis were not
interested in trading from the location, it may be worth approaching El Cortes
Ingles, a Spanish chain of retailers very much akin to John Lewis.

RESOLVED that the report be noted.
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29 DEVELOPMENT OF THE RENEWAL AND RECREATION PDS
COMMITTEE WORK PROGRAMME 2012-13

Report RES12138

Members considered the Committee’s work programme for the remainder of
the Municipal Year. No additions or amendments were made.

It was anticipated that a report containing budget options for 2013/14 would
be submitted for consideration in January 2013.

RESOLVED that the Work Programme for the remainder of the Municipal
Year be agreed.

30 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 AS AMENDED BY THE
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION)
(VARIATION) ORDER 2006, AND THE FREEDOM OF
INFORMATION ACT 2000

The Chairman moved that the Press and public be excluded during
consideration of the items of business listed below as it was likely
in view of the nature of the business to be transacted or the nature
of the proceedings that if members of the Press and public were
present there would be disclosure to them of exempt information.

31 EXEMPT MINUTES OF THE RENEWAL AND RECREATION
PDS COMMITTEE HELD ON 10 JULY 2012

RESOLVED that subject to an amendment by Members, the exempt
Minutes of the meeting held on 10 July 2012 be confirmed and signed as
a true record.

32 PRE-DECISION SCRUTINY OF RENEWAL AND RECREATION
PORTFOLIO PART 2 (EXEMPT) REPORTS

32a ASSET MANAGEMENT PLANNING - POST COMPLETION
REVIEW REPORTS: BIGGIN HILL LIBRARY AND SWIMMING
POOL AND THE PAVILION DEVELOPMENT

Report DRR12/025

Members considered the report and supported the recommendations.

The Meeting ended at 8.25 pm

Chairman
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APPENDIX 1

ALTERNATIVE ARRANGEMENTS FOR WESTMORELAND ROAD CAR
PARK CLOSURE

As has been widely reported the redevelopment of the Westmoreland Road
Car Park will represent an important first stage in the Council’s ambitious
development programme to secure the future prosperity of Bromley town
centre. Since planning permission was granted in March 2012 the Council’s
project team have been working closely with the selected developer, The
Cathedral Group, to conclude the outstanding contractual and financial
requirements of the development agreement. However, as you can
appreciate this has been challenging for the developer in the current
economic climate and our shared aspiration to commence work in the early
autumn has been delayed. However, the developer has indicated that they
are confident of resolving the outstanding issues to allow us to shortly set a
commencement date for the development programme, which would then
trigger the closure of the Westmoreland Car Park after the busy Christmas
period.

To minimise any likely disruption we are finalising a communication plan
which aims to provide residents and users of the car park with targeted
information on the programmed closure and proposed mitigation measures.
The Council is already implementing a series of improvements before the car
park is closed to increase the capacity of car parking in the town by a
minimum of 345 spaces in the short term, with the scope to add an additional
200 in the medium term if required. An electronic Variable Message Signage
system, consisting of seven signs located at the main vehicular entrances to
the town, is also due to be installed by the start of December 2012, which will
show parking space availability in all of the town car parks to assist motorist
find free parking spaces.

For commuters we proposed to provide a series of flyers which will detail
alternatives parking choices both in existing car parks and on street. We have
already written to all the season ticket holders and business contract users to
inform them of these alternative arrangements. As soon we have a confirmed
commencement date from the developer we can activate the rest of the
awareness campaign. Please note there is likely to a minimum period of six
weeks between the serving of the required notices and any actual closure of
the car park. The wider information campaign is still being developed and will
consist of a series of targeted flyers in the car parked aimed at the retail and
more casual users and further press release such as the attached which was
released on 17" September 2012. As information becomes available we will
also be updating the information on the Council website
http://www.bromley.gov.uk/news/article/13/westmoreland _road car_park red

evelopment
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APPENDIX 2

Town centre parking facilities set to
expand

Published on 17 September 2012

New parking facilities are being planned around the town centre as Westmoreland
Road car park is set for closure this autumn to make way for an exciting new
development.

In the short term, improvement works are being carried out in the Hill car park in the
next few weeks to increase capacity by 120, with these improvements to be completed
by December, in time for the important Christmas shopping season. Pay and display
parking bays will also be installed at ElImfield Road and Walters Yard following
consultations with local residents which will provide around 100 further spaces. The
St Blaise car park, behind Bromley Civic Centre is planned to be opened for public
use at weekends. Westmoreland Road car park is set to close for the redevelopment
in the autumn, known as Bromley South Central, which will include a cinema,
restaurants, hotel and a new 400 space car park.

"We need to guarantee plenty of convenient parking facilities as it ensures that
residents, shoppers, commuters and visitors have an enjoyable visit to our town.
Investments made this year will ensure we have enough parking in the town centre
throughout the development period and in time for the all important Christmas
shopping season. This heralds the start of a new phase for our town centre enhancing
the leisure offer and positioning Bromley well for the future" said Councillor Peter
Morgan, Executive Councillor for Renewal and Recreation.

Plans to implement electronic car parking signs are also set to go ahead in the
autumn. The Variable Messaging System (VMS) will advise motorists of the
availability of spaces in the town centre. These VMS signs will be erected on all the
major routes into the town centre and will be in time for Christmas this year.

The mixed use redevelopment at Bromley South Central will be set around a central
landscaped podium mounted public plaza, with cinema and parking levels below.
There will be restaurants, hotel and residential above, with a landscaped flight of steps
leading to a lower plaza fronting Westmoreland Road. The landmark site is set for
completion in Spring 2014.

To receive updates about the availability of parking space in council-owned car parks,
motorists can follow twitter @bromleyparking].

For more information visit www.bromley.gov.uk/parking

ENDS
Notes to editors:

« A planning application has been submitted to create a new 30 space car park in
Mitre Close.

« For media enquiries, please contact Jennifer Whyte, Communications Officer,
on 020 8313 4314 or email jennifer.whyte@bromley.gov.uk
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